Third Grade Curriculum

LANGUAGE ARTS:  Literature based:
· Good Habits Great Readers is the program used to facilitate learning.  Lessons/instruction include Shared Reading/
Flexible Grouping/Guided Reading/Independent Reading

· Reader’s Workshop Units
· Character Study



· Mysteries

· Informational Reading

· Informational Reading Research

· Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

· Spelling (Word Study) -Multi-level Instruction, may include Word Wall, Word Sorts and Hunts and Reading/Writing Rhymes. Words Their Way is also used as an instructional tool. Words will be added to your child’s spelling word ring each week. Words are based on student ‘pre-test’ scores. 
· Handwriting-Cursive practice

· Computer keyboarding- We will be signing up for computer time throughout the year to work on various typing programs to allow your child practice on the computer. 
· Writing Workshop- Units of Study introduce students to various forms of writing.  Writing Workshop is a system for working a writing piece from start to finish. Students plan, write, revise, edit and publish their writing.  Writer’s Notebook is a place to record what makes you angry, sad, amazed, what you notice, etc. Writings done in the notebook are often the “seeds” for the writing pieces that are published.
· Narrative Writing

· Narrative Non-Fiction Writing

· Informational Writing

· Exploratory/Informational Writing

· Opinion Writing

· MATH:      Investigations (Series used to facilitate learning)
The third grade curriculum has been aligned with the Common Core Standards.  Units of study will include: 
· Fluently adding and subtracting using strategies within 1000

· Place Value & Rounding whole numbers to the nearest 10 or 100

· Multiplication and Division

· Represent and understand fractions using pictures and on a number line

· Understand Area and Perimeter

· Reason with shapes and their attributes

· Telling time to the nearest minute

· Solve problems involving estimation of time, volume, and mass

· Represent and Interpret Data

Instruction includes the use of manipulatives, calculators, etc.   Students often work with a partner, in guided math groups or in cooperative groups. Basic facts in addition and subtraction are expected to be mastered with 3 second recall.  Third graders will also be studying basic multiplication and division facts. The students have been signed up for Xtra math on the computer to help build their fact fluency.

· SOCIAL STUDIES
Native Americans

Basic Map skills

Connecticut: How Our State Started and Changed

Students will study Connecticut’s cultural unity and diversity, its interdependence, and its change and continuity. Units of study will address the history, geography, culture, economics, and government of Connecticut.
· SCIENCE  
Curriculum addresses the following concepts/topics:
· The Earth’s Resources
· Rocks & Minerals
· The importance of air, water, and land 
· Use and protection of Earth’s air, water, and land
· The Water Cycle
· Forces that change Earth’s surface

· States of Matter
· The scientific method
· SBAC (Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium)

Third Graders will participate in the Smarter Balance Assessment Consortium this year. It is crucial that your child be in school each day that the test is administered. Information on exact test dates will be announced closer to the test window. SBAC scores are a separate entity from your child’s report card grades.  
· Third Grade Curriculum
“The Common Core is a set of high-quality academic standards in mathematics and English language arts/literacy (ELA). These learning goals outline what a student should know and be able to do at the end of each grade. The standards were created to ensure that all students graduate from high school with the skills and knowledge necessary to succeed in college, career, and life, regardless of where they live.”

 

· Please visit http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/1/ and
· http://www.corestandards.org/Math/ for more info.
· CLASSROOM ROUTINES
Snack- The third grade lunch/recess time is from 11:10-11:40. We will have a mid-afternoon snack. The snack needs to be healthy and able to be eaten in 10-15 minutes. I would like to see healthy snack choices however I leave this decision to the parents/guardians. 
Specials- 

· Monday: P.E. Mr. DeLaRosa
· 12:50 – 1:30
· Tuesday: Music Mrs. Fontana
· 12:50 – 1:20
· Wednesday: Library (bring in your books!)
· 2:00
· Thursday: Art Mrs. Fayer
· 12:40 – 1:30 
· Friday: Music (Recorders) Mrs. Fontana
· 1:20 – 1:50 
Lunch money- Your child’s name and ID number and teacher’s name (3Marchand) need to be on the envelope. 
Birthdays- Class celebrations are permitted. Please notify me a day in advance if you plan on sending in a birthday treat. 

Homework- Homework is a direct extension of in-school learning and reinforces strategies and skills that have been taught.

· Expect that your child will have homework every night, Monday – Thursday. Homework is not given on Fridays or over the weekend/holiday.
· Your child will have 30 – 40 minutes of homework each night.

· Homework is expected to be turned in on time, completed neatly, and to the best of the student’s ability.

· Homework completion accounts for 10% of your child’s final grade in each subject.
· Third graders also learn the recorder in music and practicing will be a part of their nightly homework. 

· Students should be able to do most assignments independently. They are responsible for thinking, reading, writing and bringing their homework to and from school.
Homework will be assigned weekly this year. Your child will receive his/her spelling bingo card in the beginning of the month. Your child needs to keep that Bingo Card in the back of their HW folder for the whole month. One spelling assignment should be completed each night so that bingo is made by Friday (4 total). 

Also, each night includes silent reading for 20 minutes. Students will fill out a reading log for the book they have read each night. This reading log will be on the back of their assignment sheets. Your child should be able to complete a majority of his/her homework independently, but your signature is required each night on the reading log and assignment sheet (both sides). 
Each morning I will check to see that your child’s HW is complete. If it is, (including reading and your initials), they will receive a sticker on their HW Chart. Every 20 stickers = prize. 

If you child is unable to complete any homework for any reason, please send me a note (or email). No need to stress…I am very flexible and understanding however missing homework will affect comprehensive grades. 
Behavior-

Each student starts the day on green. If your child does move their color from green to yellow this is considered a warning. Many teachers send home a Better Choice Slip for yellow, however I give my students a chance to change that behavior. If however, the behavior continues, a color change to red will result in a notice / email / call home. 

The students also have “Caught in the act”. This is where a teacher or adult catches them in an act of kindness. Something that the student did on his/her own. The student will receive a ticket for this and will be put into a drawing at the end of each month. If their name is pulled they can pick from the prize box. This is to encourage more acts of kindness throughout our classroom. 
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Contact Information:

School Phone Number: 860-489-2300 ext. 3212
School Email: cmarchand@torrington.org 

Class website: www.marchandgrade3.weebly.com
